
SPEAKERS 
 

Garrick Hyde, from South Jordan, UT, and his wife 

Ginger collect handmade nativities from humble artisans 
in Africa, Asia, and Latin America.  From this endeavor, 
the couple felt inspired to start a family service project to 
sell the works of artisans in poor countries.  They thought 
they might sell a few dozen sets to friends each year, but 
instead the project had grown tremendously so they have 
sold more than 1,100 nativities from over 50 artisans 
since 2005.  In addition to helping artisans gain a market 
for their creations, the Hydes wanted to teach their four 
young children that they could make a difference in the 
world if they were willing to serve others.  
 
Garrick will share several of his ethnic nativities with us 
and talk about the many miracles that occurred to bring 
this project to its current state.  He will also explain how 
he was led to some of the artisans the family now works 
with, and detail the changes to artisansô lives once they 
have sufficient income.  Another topic during the lecture 
will be the Hydesô annual open house where they invite 
the public into their home for a month of guided tours of 
their own unique collection. 
 
Carolyn L. Meleski, (president,) and TonyWachocki, (2nd 
vice president and chairman of The Szopki competition), 
from Friends of Polish Art, will speak on Polish Szopka 
(nativities), their history and the Detroit competition.  
They will also share several Szopki with us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ATTRACTIONS 
 
The Henry Ford 
Henry Ford Museum,  
Greenfield Village and  
The Factory Tour (Ford truck assembly line) 
www.hfmgv.org/ (32 miles east of Ann Arbor) 
 

Underground Railroad Living Museum 
www.the-ugrr.org/ 
 

University of Michigan 
 UM Stadium (corner of Main and Stadium) 
 Seats over 100,000. 
 Law Quad (corner of State and Monroe)  
One of the most picturesque law campuses in the 
nation. 
 

CHRISTMAS STORES 
 
Bronners  (989) 652-9931 
25 Christmas Lane, Frankenmuth 
(85 miles northeast of Ann Arbor) 
 

Silver Bells  (734) 529-5600 
522 Tecumseh St, Dundee 
(45 min south of Ann Arbor) 
 

*Mission Market Place  ( 734) 475-7604 
117 South Main, Chelsea 
www.themissionmarketplace.com  
 

*Ten Thousand Villages (734) 332-1270 
 303 S. Main Street, Ann Arbor  
 

Polish Art Center  (888) 619-9771 
Hamtramck, MI 
www.polartcenter.com 
 
*Will have a sales booth at meeting. 
 

Friends of the Crèche 
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SCHEDULE 
 
7:00-11:00   Open Breakfast Buffet    
This is a continuous food and beverage station in the 
Grande Foyer outside our meeting room, the Grande 
Ballroom III. This includes fresh fruit, yogurts, hard boiled 
eggs, assorted pastries, coffee, tea, juice, bottled water. 
 
8:00-9:00 Registration 
 
9:00 Welcome and Introductions ï Pres. Mike Whalen 
 
9:15 Keynote Speaker:  Garrick Hyde 
 
10:45 Break 
 
Conservatory Room - Open for Manger Mart and 
members nativities on display. 
 
12:00 Luncheon ï Grande Ballroom II 
 
1:00 ï 4:30 Open Afternoon Buffet     
This includes popcorn, pretzels, fruit, miniature pastries, 
veggie tray with dips, coffee, tea, water, & soda. 
 
1:00 General Membership Meeting 
 
1:30 Speaker on Polish Szopka Nativities 
 
2:15 Break 
 
2:30 Closing and Door Prizes ï Pres. Mike Whalen 
 
3:00  Conservatory Room - Open for Manger Mart and 
members nativities on display. 

 
 
 
  
Cover Design by Michael Whalen:  Ann Arbor is known as 
 A 2  to all who have lived, worked or studied here.   
 

Hotel Information 
 
Make hotel reservations directly with the hotel no 
later than Sept 30, 2008.  Mention Friends of the 
Creche for the special rate of $109.00 plus taxes. 
It is best to reserve your room as early as possible 
as we are assigned a limited number of rooms. 
 
Kensington Court Ann Arbor 
610 Hilton Blvd. 
Ann Arbor, MI 48108 
Telephone:  800- 344-7829 or 734-761-7800 
 
Rooms include hair dryer, coffeemaker, & irons.  
There is an indoor pool, dry sauna, whirlpool and 
exercise room.  
 
 
 

Transportation   
Detroit Airport (DTW) to Hotel    
Take I-94 West; exit #177 So. State St. 
 
Taxis: approx $45 one way. 
 
Car rentals are at the airport. 
 
Recommended by Hotel ï  
Custom Transit:  734-971-5555 
Prearrange. Cost is $60 round trip. 
 

 

 
Questions: 
Betsy Christensen betsychris@aol.com  
 734-665-7852 
Shirley Thornton shirleythornton@comcast.net 

 
 

 

 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 
Registration fee - $30 ( includes Lunch and continuous 
buffet from 7am-4:30pm) 
Ǐ Yes, I plan to attend 
Ǐ Maybe 
Ǐ Volunteer ï I would like to help wherever needed. 
 
Name____________________________________ 
     
Name on Tag_____________________________ 
 
Name____________________________________ 
   
Name on tag______________________________ 
 
Address _________________________________ 
 
City ____________________________________  
 
State, Zip_________________________________ 
 
Phone __________________________________ 
Email___________________________________ 
Indicate any special needs: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Make checks Payable to: Friends of the Creche 
 
Send registrations to: 
Shirley Thornton 
2216 Delaware Drive 
Ann Arbor, MI 48103 
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